with a patch of pneumonia in his lung, and was running a
temperature of 103 degrees in his 84th year. In my usual
manner, I told him that unless he rested in bed and
avoided electioneering crowds and meetings, his victory
would be posthumous. Within limits he was co-operative,
but was reckless about his health when the occasion was
a national emergency in his opinion. When he had partly
recovered from the pneumonia, he travelled about 80
miles by car and addressed two election meetings in pour-
ing rain at 1 o'clock in the morning at a place where the
Congress was expected to be electorally overwhelmed by
the Communists. When I saw him again, the pneumonia
had extended and the temperature was resisting the usual
antibiotics. I had to protest that there was no point in
fighting a losing battle with the disease if he was not
interested in victory. He said:

"The High Command selected me to fight Communism
in my area. If I had not addressed those meetings at
night I would belie the expectations of the High Command,
and it would be a political suicide for the Congress here.
My life is worthless in comparison. Moreover, I had three
Makaradhwaja pills to support my heart. You do your
best." Poor man, he recovered from that illness to die
suddenly of some other illness on the eve of the announce-
ment of his victory.

The same difficulty that confronts a doctor treating
V.LP.'s has to be faced when treating an important artist.
Their stock-in-trade is the audience, and they would rather
die than disappoint their audience. A friend woke me up
from my afternoon siesta to see a famous vocalist Mr. B.
who was supposed to be suffering from fever, head-ache,
etc. He was engaged to give a vocal recital that evening at
6-30. When I put my stethoscope on his chest, his heart
had a murmur. His blood pressure recorded a rather high
figure. When I inquired about his medical history, he
told me of continuous blood pressure, one or two heart
attacks, with history of infectious jaundice thrown in. He
was running a temperature and had a palpable liver. He
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